
 

This policy has been adopted from the SANFL Juniors Competition program 

 

Goodwood Saints Football Club 2022 

 

Bleeding and Blood Born Infections Policy 
 

No Club shall allow any player to participate in any match or continue to participate in any match for so 
long as such player: 
 

• is bleeding; or 

• Has blood on any part of his/her person or uniform. 
 

In the event that an Umpire observes a player who is bleeding or has blood on any part of his person or 
uniform, the Umpire shall take action as follows: 

 

• On observing that a player is bleeding or where any item of uniform or any part of the player is 
covered in blood, the field umpire shall direct such player to leave the field immediately a break in 
play arises (i.e., score, free kick, mark, field bounce, boundary throw in). 

• When a boundary, goal or emergency umpire observes the need for this rule to be implemented, at 
the first possible break in play they will alert the field umpire. 

• Only the field umpires can direct a player to leave the playing field, thereby ensuring the team is 
not disadvantaged by playing one team member short for any period of time. 

• Any player directed to leave the field can seek medical assistance on at any point off the field, 
however his replacement must enter through the interchange area. 

• Field Umpire in control of play shall give the replacement player reasonable time to take up his/her 
position prior to play recommencing. 

• When the injured player wishes to resume playing, he must enter through the interchange area 
(i.e., his / her playing number may have changed). 

• A player, who refuses to promptly obey a direction of an umpire given in accordance with this 
policy, shall be reported by the umpire for misconduct in that he / she refused to leave the field. 

 
A player shall immediately upon a direction by a field umpire, leave the playing arena, where such umpire is 
of the opinion that the player is bleeding or has blood on any part of his / her person or uniform. Upon 
being directed to leave the playing arena, a player shall not return to take any further part in any match 
until and unless: 
 

• the cause of any such bleeding has been abated. 

• the injury is securely covered to the extent that no blood is visible. 

• any bloodstained article of uniform has been removed and replaced. 

• any blood on any part of a player’s person has been thoroughly cleansed and removed. 
 


